
If you consider the PWA World Tour as windsurfing’s equivalent to Formula 1, then Tour Manager Rich Page 
is our version of Bernie Eccleston – minus the comb-over and multi-millionaire portfolio of properties and 
business interests, of course. While on Maui Dave White managed to butt into his hectic schedule to find out 
a little bit more about the man, the job, and how he sees the future of top level competition windsurfing…
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Okay, let’s kick off by cutting to the chase. Like 
Bernie you’ve got a reputation for being grumpy. 
How come? 

Because I am grumpy!

Hmmm… I’m thinking that you may actually like 
that grumpy persona though. 

I’m not necessarily as grumpy or negative as people 
sometimes suggest. I just consider myself a realist. And 
reality isn’t always the most positive of things.

Does that perspective help you to keep control 
of the PWA boys?

I think so. When you’re facing a situation it’s easy to see just 
the good things, how great everything will be and how easy 
it will work. You’re never going to be caught out by the good 
things – what you’ve got to look out for is the things that 
are going to go wrong. If you don’t see the potential pitfalls 
then you’ll never know what to guard yourself against.

Are the riders the hardest thing you have to deal 
with on Tour?

It’s a tough one really. As in other sports we have our share 
of whingers, complainers and prima-donnas. Some of them 
haven’t worked a day in their lives and don’t necessarily 
appreciate how easy they have it. Sometimes, when things 
aren’t perfect, you’d think we chose to make them that way 
rather than it being born from the reality of the situation. 
Sometimes they just expect miracles. Having said that, there 
are a lot of professional guys on Tour, and all-in-all I believe 
we manage to put on a professional and well-organised Tour 
– despite not always having the resources. 

The global financial meltdown must have made 
the last years difficult?

Absolutely. At the end of 2007 we’d had a good year with 
some new events, and we were looking capitalise and build 
on them, but mid-way through the second part of 2008 the 
world economy took a turn for the worst. Exchange rates 
plummeted and everyone was suddenly up against it, not only 
were they feeling the genuine effects of being financially 
worse off, but the threat ahead made everyone a lot more 
cautious and they cut their spending. In some cases I think 
people just used that as an excuse to push for cheaper deals 
to simply save money. 

A lot of the hard work put into the Tour up until that point 
was lost. Despite putting foundations in place for the 
future we just couldn’t build on them, and it wasn’t for the 
lack of effort and planning on our side. Okay, you could 
say there was a lack of foresight, but no less so than the 
world’s governments. 

So yes, that has definitely had an impact, particularly in 
2010. We have a lot of events that take place in Spain, 
and the Spanish situation was especially dire. Even the 
Canary Islands were really struggling. But on the whole 
we managed to maintain the Tour on the same level as the 
previous year – which, compared to the general downward 
trend worldwide, can be considered as being on the up, so 
it’s not been too bad.

While there are other tours going down the 
cheaper route, you’ve stuck to your guns and 
kept the prize money. Is that starting to pay off?

Yeah. We kept our status by trimming what little fat there 
was in the budget to help people. Where necessary we had 
to cut a couple of corners here and there, but we managed 
to make it all work. It’s not something that we could do for 
the long-run, but in the short term it’s helped keep events 
alive that otherwise might have died.

At this time of year it ’s easy to say that things look quite 
positive for 2011, but at the moment we’ve got three or 
four new events and some quite big ones lined up for next 
season. They’re not 100% confirmed as yet, but they’re 
heading that way, and if it happens we’ll be in a much 
stronger position with some solid foundations to build on.
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I guess the riders have had the same squeeze, so has the prize 
money become more of a need than a bonus?

Yeah, absolutely – and as a result there’s a lot more pressure on us to 
provide. As you say, in the past prize money was a bonus, but now it’s the 
riders’ main source of income. A lot of the brands are struggling to pay the 
salaries they used to, and it’s definitely hurt a lot of the riders out there, so 
there’s pressure on us to try and provide for them. Having said that, there 
is a cut-off point. If the money’s not there to do it, then the money’s simply 
not there, so there’s no point in selling something so cheap that it’s just not 
worth doing it anymore. Once you start to lower standards so drastically 
it becomes very hard to build them up again, which is why we strive to 
maintain the standards we have. 

How did you end up running the World Tour?

This is my 17th year working on the Tour, though when I started out it was 
only for one or two events at a time, driving boats, waving flags – generally 
whatever needed to be done. Judging followed, then I became head judge, 
and eventually I worked up into the administration and development side of 
things. I took over as Tour Manager in 2001 when we split from the marketing 
agency that used to run things. I was left holding the baby to some extent.

You were a windsurfer long before becoming an organiser 
though. Was that your motivation to get involved?

Yes, that was definitely a big part of it. I was a very keen windsurfer as a kid, 
and at one point I looked at getting involved in events as a competitor. I had 
a chance of making it work if I dedicated some time to training, but then I 
realised that competing wasn’t for me. I was a very bad loser, so it didn’t really 
sit well with me on a personal level, but I still wanted to be involved somehow.

That first happened on the British circuit, which was an environment I liked 
working in, and I was quickly co-opted into working on World Tour events. 
Initially I didn’t really see it as a reliable career choice, and I certainly never 
wanted to be involved in the business side of things as I am now. It was more 
about being out and about, boy’s adventure type stuff, travelling the world, 
out drinking in the evening and not having to deal with the consequences. It 
just developed over time and has turned into a ‘real’ job where I’ve swapped 
endless nights out drinking for responsibility. I’ve certainly got a lot more to 
worry about, but at the same time that’s allowed me to keep doing it and to 
have an interesting and flexible lifestyle for the last 17 years.

Do you still find time to hit the water during events?

Not anymore. There were times when I used to, but to be honest when 
you’ve been busy on the beach for 10 hours you lose the motivation to 
get out there in favour of a shower and some sleep. I think there’s also 
an element that’s lost when you’re living and breathing your sport all day. 
Having been to most places and sailed all the gear I’ve also been a little 
spoilt, but I still like getting to spend time in places like Maui. Fuerteventura 
is also a great place to sail, but it’s not like Maui where I don’t have quite so 
much on my plate work-wise and I’m not trying to squeeze in half an hour at 
the end of the day.

I can’t knock your motivation. This isn’t my first trip to 
Maui and I see you on the water most days at Sprecks or 
Camp One.

Yes, winter’s when I get my sailing time. I’m lucky enough to be able to 
work from anywhere during the down time – business is so international 
it’s all done by phone or email. Also, a lot of organisations are based on 
Maui, and there are a lot of people out here I have good connections with 
from a work point of view. And besides, if you start work early enough 
you’ll get out on the water at some point. The difference here is that 
you’ve generally got consistent conditions. Five minutes down the road 
and you’re out sailing in a pair of shorts, whereas back at home in the UK 
I’ll spend ages finding the right beach and then struggle into my wetsuit 
in the rain to sail in conditions which, half the time, tend to be average 
compared to Maui. Yes, it’s definitely a bit easier to be motivated out here 
than most other places in the world.

I haven’t seen you out at Ho’okipa, and I’ve heard you say 
you’re not good enough, which isn’t the view the average guy 
would have of your sailing.

I wouldn’t say it’s a case of not being good enough. Anyone can sail 
Ho’okipa on an average day, but on an average day there are a lot of 
sailors out there chasing down the same wave. Basically you just have 
less opportunity to be riding like you want to, and there are other beaches 
where the conditions might not be quite as good but give you the freedom 
to catch every wave. I head for Camp One when it’s small, as with its 
shallow reef there’s always something to hit rather than trying to roll 
around in the mush. It’s a lot better there than some of the other spots.
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Do you prefer riding or jumping?

I like both, though I’m probably better at riding as I can’t really do a great 
deal in the air. Also, I think waveriding is much easier to learn progressively, 
whereas jumping is more like freestyle moves – you can either do them or 
you can’t. Though I certainly don’t claim to be the world’s best wavesailor by 
any stretch of the imagination!

Slalom has come back with a bang. Do you ever get out on 
race kit?

I haven’t done so for a long time. I grew up on slalom gear, but to be honest, 
in any sort of flat-water conditions I get bored after a while. Plus I’ve been 
windsurfing for over 20 years now so it doesn’t have the novelty value it 
once did. I still love doing it but only when the conditions are ideal. I’m no 
longer in that bracket were I’ve got to be out there just because it’s windy. I 
want to be out there but I want it to be good.

Throughout the sport’s history we’ve witnessed various 
disciplines taking their turn to hog the limelight in 
influencing the development of windsurfing, which is where 
slalom is right now…

When we decided to reintroduce slalom to the Tour there was resistance 
from a lot of people, and we had to make a decision against what seemed to 
be the opinion of the sailors themselves. We took it on the grounds that we 
thought it would lead to something of a revival. It’s a much more media and 
public friendly discipline as it’s a lot easier to follow than formula or other 
racing disciplines. The result is that we’ve seen a massive boom in slalom as 
a competitive discipline on the Tour. We’ve now got more slalom events than 
anything else and more people wanting to run slalom events, as slalom is as 
easy to run as it is to understand.

The knock-on effect of this resurgence can be seen in the influence on 
equipment development. Today’s slalom boards can be used with anything 
from a 9.0 down to a 5.0m sail, which in turn makes them more attractive 
for recreational sailors. Prior to this you had to choose a formula or freeride 
board, neither of which is ideal for recreational sailors wanting to go fast 
and race each other. 

With the discipline we run now equipment has to be much more user-
friendly as it’s used in a much wider range of conditions, which is what suits 
the consumer and in turn that’s what’s driven the boom.

To compete fairly everyone has to use production boards, but 
I received a few emails inferring that customs in production 
clothing had made their mark. What’s the story there, then?

Yes, there were a few emails that got bandied about last year, which were 
largely unfounded. But boards have to conform to the spec set out in 
the rules and regs, and we do measure boards. While there are certain 
measurements and other factors (such as weight) that we can control, there 
are other areas that naturally require a certain degree of tolerance, and 
nothing we’ve checked to date has ever been outside of those tolerances. 

As in any sport, the production rule works up to a point, and people will 
always try to find leeway and latitude within the rules to gain an advantage, 
no matter how tiny. You only have to look at Formula 1 motor racing. They 
increasingly restrict design and development of the cars to slow them down, 
yet designers will find that 1000th of a millimetre within the rules to exploit 
to make them faster again.

The same thing happens in windsurfing. We set the rules initially to certain 
criteria, and as loopholes have appeared and people have found a way to 
exploit them, we then tighten those rules further. It’s an ongoing process.

The simple reality is that the guys are out there racing boards made from 
the same moulds in the same factory at the same time. But there will always 
be a slight difference between them – that’s what tolerances are. It may 
even be argued that some of the top guys have an advantage by being able 
choose which one they’re going to race, but the difference is miniscule and 
it won’t make the difference between winning and losing, and it’s certainly 
not going to turn the average sailor on the street into a world champion.

Put someone like Antoine Albeau on any one of those boards and he’ll still 
be fast, just as Bjorn or any of the other guys would be. The real difference 
between winning and losing at top level comes down to rider skill. So long 
as the equipment is within certain parameters, the guys can do the rest. 

Will we see production rules being applied to the  
wave discipline?

It has been discussed, and we are using production boards in freestyle now, 
which was new for 2010. We couldn’t see a reason not to, as the majority of 
riders were already using production freestyle boards, and again you could 
ride any of those boards and do the same stuff. 

“ Things look quite 
positive for 2011. 
We’ve got three or 
four new events 
and some quite big 
ones lined up for 
the year”
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With wavesailing there’s been more resistance. It seems less likely to 
happen simply because of the greater diversity in styles, and it doesn’t 
stand to benefit the consumer in the same way as in freestyle or slalom. 

The requirement for a good production board for slalom racing on the PWA 
Tour results in the product becoming better for the consumer, as the board 
has to perform in a wide range of conditions at different venues. To do 
the same thing for wavesailing we’d be forcing the brands to produce very 
different boards for a venue like Pozo than for Cabo Verde. This would not 
only further increase the number of boards in their ranges, but would also 
end up driving designs that just aren’t consumer-friendly.

So the general consensus at the moment is that, while it’s generally a good 
thing for the sport that the pros are competing on production equipment, 
there are still too many limitations for wavesailing, and it would have an 
adverse affect on the sport. 

You mention Pozo and Cape Verde, but the real question is 
will we ever see another Maui event?

It’s something we’re working on. Maui is obviously a key venue for an event. 
Perhaps in terms of retail sales it’s a little bit detached from the main 
markets, but it’s an inspirational venue that people look to and consider as 
the mecca of windsurfing.

There have been some political circumstances out here in recent years 
that made it really difficult to operate commercial events of that nature. But 
recently the situation has changed and we’re reasonably hopeful that we 
can realise something on a big scale, possibly in 2011 or 2012. Although 
we’re not in a position to say exactly when, Maui is always a work in 
progress and it will happen at some point.

We’ve talked about a few disciplines, but do you think we’re 
likely to see anyone become as dominant overall as Robby 
and Bjorn were in the past?

Competition windsurfing is much more diverse than it was back in those 
days. There were only two disciplines then and fewer people competing as 
a whole. One of the great things to come about over the last 15 years is 
freestyle, which has brought new life to certain locations where previously 
the only option was blasting back and forth on a slalom or freeride board.

When we first started freestyle in ’98 the aim was to bring a different 
discipline to flat-water venues, and while that’s definitely worked it’s also 
been massively influential in bringing new talent to our sport. Most of the 
young riders coming into windsurfing come out of freestyle. 

It’s a youngster’s game that has evolved into a fully fledged discipline in its 
own right, and to be good enough to remain competitive in freestyle at the 
top of the sport takes a lot of dedication. Trying to do that as well as being 
able to train and dominate in other disciplines is very difficult to do. 

Your build already has a strong influence in slalom and wave. It helps the 
slalom guys to be tall and heavy, while at a lot of wavesailing venues they’ll 
need to be a lot lighter and more agile. It’s much more difficult than it was in 
the old days to dominate all the disciplines. You can’t be a jack of all trades 
– you have to dedicate yourself to one or two disciplines and really focus on 
those and do well.

To dominate all three disciplines you’d have to be a pretty unique talent – 
something we’re seeing a little of in the woman’s division at the moment. 
Sarah-Quita, for example, is a phenomenally talented freestyle sailor 
compared to all the men, and she’s proven that she’s quite capable on a 
slalom board as well, because she does add a bit of height and strength to 
the side. She hasn’t transferred that across to wavesailing as yet, but with so 
much obvious talent and control as a freestyler perhaps it’s only a matter of 
time before that happens. Another example is Daida Moreno. She dominated 
for years in freestyle and wave, and had she been interested in slalom she 
could have dominated that as well. So, if anyone’s going to come to dominate 
overall we’re probably more likely to see it happen in the women’s division. 

On the men’s side I think it ’s tougher to be good at everything. If you 
really want to come first in a single discipline then you really have to 
focus on that.

Having seen so much talent over so many years, you must 
have a story or two to tell. Anyone caught throwing their 
toys out of the pram?

Oh yes – loads of them! Over the years there have been some key players 
topping off the defiance league. I mean, Ant Baker was always up there, 
Finian Maynard has had his moments, Josh Angulo is known for being a bit 
fiery at times, and even the great Robby Naish has been known to lose it. 

Well, nobody likes to lose…

Absolutely. You rarely find it’s the winners who are kicking off. I don’t mind 
it, and understand that to be this high in a sport you’ve got to be that fired 

“ It’s developed over 
time into a real job 
where I’ve swapped 
endless nights 
out drinking for 
responsibility”



F E B R U A R Y  ’11 |  b o a r d s . c o . u k  47 

up and motivated, and occasionally it spills over. It’s very hard when you’re 
all fired up and you’ve ended up losing your heat or luck’s just gone against 
you for whatever reason. People come in looking for someone to blame, and 
that’s not a problem as long as they don’t cast blame in the wrong direction 
and in front of the wrong people. Saying the wrong thing is going to cost them 
money. It’s just the way it is. I don’t take it personally.

We’ve all looked up to the stars of our sport, so it must have 
been hard at times to hand out fines to them?

Yes, it is difficult. As you say we’re dealing with people we perhaps revered 
and respected from a distance as being the superstars of the sport. While 
you can’t dispute the fact that they have incredible ability and perhaps a 
great understanding of the sport, at the same time they don’t necessarily 
have the same perspective on what did or didn’t happen. On top of that 
there are simple situations where life simply isn’t fair. Look at the England 
vs Germany World Cup game where the ball went across the line and the 
referee didn’t see it, for instance. Sometimes that’s just the way things are.

One area that will often spark complaints concerns slalom startlines. The 
line is controlled by the human eye, and with eight windsurfers travelling 
at 30 knots there are times when people are over early by tiny margins 
that can’t be seen. Conversely there are times when they’re maybe just a 
fraction of a second on the right side of the line, but still get called. That’s 
just the nature of the game, and although it’s not always strictly fair in a 
purely objective sense, it’s fair in terms of having all decisions made on the 
same basis and by an experienced eye. 

The call is based on what the ref sees, and not necessarily what could be 
proven afterwards. It’s the ref or judge who makes the decision – and that’s 
final, regardless if it’s right or wrong in reality or from the competitor’s viewpoint.

Did removing the rules help the process?

Yes. When we got rid of the protest system in slalom racing (and were the 
first windsurfing body to do that), we said it was unfair for the simple reason 
that you can’t monitor the whole operation area. In an incident it’s likely to 
be one person’s word against the other, so it’s pretty much impossible to 
determine who’s at fault. 

Most of the time it’s not a question of people lying, either. Sailors would 
come in with different perceptions of an incident, and it’s natural to see 
things from your own point of view. Scientific studies have been done on 
this. If you stand four people around the same incident and ask them to 
write down what they witnessed, time and again they come out with four 

different stories. They’re not lying – it’s simply a case of one saying black 
and one saying white, but both believing their version of events is correct. 

We first went to a system of direct refereeing in which we had judges on the 
water watching the course. Initially we did that with the old style of inside / 
outside overlap rule, as used throughout the sailing world. But those rules 
were shaped around big boats travelling at around 20 knots max, and being 
slower and fewer in numbers it’s easier to see what’s happening as they 
approach the mark.

The other truth is that if you’ve got eight guys charging around a mark together 
it’s difficult distinguish an overlap between just two of them, and if there’s 
a third edging into the frame then you’ve got a complex situation which is 
practically impossible to call. So the next evolution to keep that as fair as 
possible was to get rid of the right of way rules and go into dangerous sailing 
rules. That meant you’d be called if you did something dangerous, and the other 
sailor could be redressed if they’d been taken out or whatever as a result. 

Bizarrely, the problem with that was similar to the right of way rules, in that 
you simply can’t see everything that’s going on at a mark. So even though 
you could call more instances correctly under the dangerous rules there 
was still massive inconsistency.

Despite the situation we have with no rules, which means someone can sail 
right into you and take you out, it’s consistent. If that happens, then that’s 
the way it is. In the old days if that had happened you’d expect something to 
be done about it, but couldn’t be sure of the outcome because no-one could 
see it. So having no rules has generally evened everything out.

If you could turn back time, would you do it all over again?

I’d take up golf and earn a hell of a lot more money!

I don’t believe that for a second, so the question should be, 
has it given you the life you thought it would?

It’s given me an amazing life. Not that I sat there as a kid and thought this is 
what I want to do with my life – I couldn’t have imagined it. There might have 
been other careers I’d have liked, but they would have been vastly different 
in their nature to what I’m doing now.

Sure, there are complexities and challenges within the job that I wouldn’t 
wish on anyone, but it does allow me to spend six months of the year on 
Maui if I choose to. So despite my grumpiness and everything else, I’m 
happy where my life is and wouldn’t necessarily want to change it. It’s like 
being stuck in a rut – but it’s a good rut to be stuck in. 


